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Thanks to all of you who have visited, participated, donated
and supported our museum this last quarter of 2024. We
were able to host two free events at the Airfield: the Novem-
ber Veteran’s Day Program and a Christmas Program, com-
plete with Santa, for the Wendover youth.

The year has ended with over 9,000 visitors to the site. The
feedback and comments have been virtually all positive for
which we’re very grateful. We were able to attend and
make presentations at the 8 Air Force convention and the
27 Air Division & 467" Bomb Group reunions. In both
cases many more people became aware of our restoration
efforts at the airfield.

We've reported on our funding efforts for the “Enola Gay”
hangar electrical and HVAC work in this newsletter and
we’re very grateful for all who have contributed to this very
important project. We look forward to a successful and
productive 2025 with more tours, volunteer days and new
exhibits. Thanks again for all your interest and support.

You are all welcome to come back anytime and “Walk
Where They Walked”

Without your support we couldn't do what we do!
Thank you.

Jim.

Note: Top photo is the B-29 "Doc" in the Historic Wendover Airfield’s
“Enola Gay” Hangar, May 2022. “Doc” is owned by “Doc’s Friends,”
Wichita, KS.
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jimpetersen289@gmail.com
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J. Shane Cloward: Secretary/Webmaster
jscloward@wendoverairfield.org
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lisa.dunn@tooeleco.org

Emily Carter: Board Member
ecarter@wendoverfun.com

Pete Park: Board Member/Newsletter Editor.
parkpc@msn.com

Board Advisors:
Kathi Petersen
Landon Wilkey: Museum Curator

landon.wilkey@wendoverairfield.org
Scott Gagon: Owner: Aragorn Construction

Paul W. Tibbets IV: Brigadier General, USAF (Retired)
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Airfield physical address: 352 East Airport Way. Wendover, UT
84083

Ma.i].ingAddress: P.O. Box 104 Wendover, UT 84083

Information Email: info@wendoverairfield.org

Phone: 435-655-7742

Website: https://wendoverairfield.org

Museum: The main museum located in the Brinkman Service

Club, is open Monday-Friday: 10:00 am to 4:00 pm. Saturday:

9:00 am - 5:00 pm. Sunday - Closed

Museum admission: Adults: $8.00. Military: $6.00. Youth (12-
17): $5.00. Children (0-11): Free D
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Historic Wendover Airfield is dedicated to preserving
the legacy of our service members and citizens during
the extraordinary events of World War II. We are pre-
serving the history of the United States Army Air Force
at Wendover Airfield with buildings, exhibits and pro-
grams that will help visitors understand the importance
and role of aviation in winning the war. D

From September through December 2024, things were
a-poppin at the Airfield. Take a look at the following
fully loaded calendar.

¢ 14 September: All Access Tour: This was the second to
last of five Base tours offered during the spring, sum-
mer and fall seasons. These are highly recommended,
fun, educational and include five hours of exploring
WWII hangars, barracks and outbuildings. Lunch and
transportation around the Base are included. Reserva-
tions can be made online. Also offered are daily flight-
line tours.

Above Tom Petersen briefs the group prior to a tour. right:
Entering a restored Base barracks. HWA Director Jim Petersen is fol-
lowed by Marianne Cone. Marianne served for nine years as Director of
the Park City Museum.

18 September: Link Trainer Assembly: The Link
Trainer was the premier in-
strument flight simulator of
the 1930s and 1940s. De-
signed by Edwin Link, this
“Little Blue Box” featured
common aircraft instruments,
air-actuated bellows for
movement, and instructor
aids that allowed pilots to
hone their instrument flying
skills. From a combination of
donated pieces by the Arizo-
na Ground Crew, Steven
Shephard of Hurricane, Utah

Above: A
tor in action. February 1943

Link Trainer simula-

offered his expertise to
restore this piece of
aviation history. He has
worked professionally
on more modern simu-
lators and painstakingly
produced a partially-

operable Link Trainer

with support desk and

equipment. We are
grateful for Steve’s
many hours of labor
that produced one of
our newest displays.
The Link Trainer can

currently be seen on
our daily “Flightline

Tours.”

Top: Steve's garage as he was work-
ing on the Trainer. Above: The Link
Trainer in an Airfield exhibit area.

¢ 21 September: Hill Air
Force Base “Open Air-
craft Day:” The Hill Aer-
ospace Museum opened
fifteen aircraft in their
collection to visitor in-

spection. A great oppor-
tunity for the public to
have a closeup look at
aviation technology. Sev-
eral HWA team mem-
bers were invited to have
a booth with artifacts
and handout materials

at the event. There
were thousands in
attendance and during
their visit, many were
able to learn about Historic Wendover Airfield.

Top: Outside Hill AFB “Open
Aircraft Day” hangar. Above:

Tom Petersen answering questions
in the HWA booth.

¢ 21 September: Young
Eagles: On Saturday,
the Salt Lake Chapter
#23 of the Experimental
Aircraft Association
(EAA) came to Wendo-
ver for “Young Eagles
Day.” This special event
is sponsored by the na-
tional EAA group and
allows youth from 8
years to 17 years old to
take a ride in one of several general aviation aircraft.

Above: General aviation pilots
gather for a briefing prior to be-
ginning the Young Eagles pro-

gram.

Continued on the next page
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The Young Eagles program continued:

Leff: General
viation Air-
raft on the
lightline

aiting to
ive rides.

The EAA  provides insurance for
the happening and anyone be-
tween these ages can ride with
their parent’s approval. Eight
aircraft with pilots and support

crew showed up at the airport
Above: Participants show
’ . their certificates earned
There was lots of excitement prior  during the day.

and gave rides to forty-two youth.

to the rides and plenty of smiles
after landing. Each child received a certificate from the

EAA, signed by the Salt Lake group.

+25-28 September: 50th annual 8th Air Force Historical
Society Reunion - National WWII Museum, New Orleans,
LA. HWA Museum Director and Foundation President,
Jim Petersen, was invited to present at the general meet-
ing of the 8th Air Force Historical Society in New Orle-
ans, LA held at the National
WWII Museum. Many in

attendance had never heard

of Wendover, nor its contri-
butions in outfitting the 8th
Air Force and many of

its bomb groups among
other important wartime

contributions. B ihe Muse-

5 U.S. Free-
lom Pavillion,

Jim and Museum Cura-
tor, Landon Wilkey, had
the opportunity to meet
several surviving veter-

ans and many family Force reunion.

members of 8* Air Force Jim Petersen
. gIVIHg apresen—
group. HWA displayed Tation on the
two informational ban- HWA. Center
Left: HWA's
ners at several of the
two stand-up
general events for the display panels.
reunion. Lower leff:
The event also included L
. Curator Landon
a reunion for the 384th Wilkey with
Heavy Bomber Group USAF B/G Paul
that trained in B-17s at 7;?]’11’5'5 4 V)fet
Wendover from 2 Janu- (The Brigadier
: is an advisor to
ary 1943 to 4 April 1943. the HWA's
At least seven 8th Air Board of Direc-
Force Bomber Groups tors)

were stationed at Wendover during the War.

¢3 October: Parki.ng lot s&].i.ng: The Wendover Airport

was able to utilize extra asphalt

sealing material provided by a
local contractor. There was
enough to seal both the airport
and museum’s parking lots.
Lisa Dunn, the Airport Direc-
tor, graciously covered the

h Above: A tanker applying the

application cost and now eac ,
PP new surface to the parking lots.

lot has a new black surface.
Next spring, with warmer weather, the parking lines will
be repainted.

#9-11 October: Utah
Museum Association
Conference 2024 - Jim
Petersen’s award:
HWA’s foundation

President and Museum

Director, Jim Petersen
was recognized at the
annual Utah Museums
Association Conference Above: Jim Petersen receiving the
held in Logan, UT. ]1m UMA’s Phil Notarianni Distinguished

) ) Service Award for his extensive work to
received the Phil Notar- preserve the Historic Wendover Air-

field. Below: Jim and Landon in front
of the 2024 conference entry sign. Jim
(on the left) is holding his award.

ianni Distinguished
Service Award. This

award is given to indi-

viduals who have shown
exceptional dedication, pro-
vided lengthy service, or an
intense and tangible com-
mitment to Utah's museum
community.

Nomination Submission: In
2000 Jim Petersen toured
the Historic Wendover Air-
port. He saw the atomic mission

along with many other crumbling historic structures. It
was at this time he decided someone needed to do some-
thing to save the most complete remaining World War II
Army Air Base. In 2001 Jim, with the support of his fami-
ly, founded the Historic Wendover Airfield non-profit to
raise funds to save the site. With no background in muse-
ums, historical interpretation, or historic preservation,
Jim pushed forward with his experience in program man-
agement and engineering.

Continued on the next page
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Utah Museum Association 2024 Conference continued:
Along the way, the Petersen's took

part in professional development
opportunities provided by the Utah
Museums Association and Utah
State agencies to learn how to run a
successful museum. Jim was (and
still is) involved at every level, from
cleaning the restrooms, to label
writing, collecting oral histories,
restoration, fundraising, and so
much more. These efforts have

helped preserve and interpret a
Above: Jim Petersen’s
introduction AV
presentation.

2,000-acre property with nearly
ninety WWIlI-era structures. A
number of these have been restored
to near-period condition for an immersive visitor experi-
ence. As the volunteer Chairman and President of Histor-
ic Wendover Airfield, Jim has given tens of thousands of
hours to make this ragged airfield a truly remarkable his-
toric destination.

¢12 October: The last “All Access Tour” of the season: Our

“All Access Tours” have continued to be in high-demand
and very successful. Due to additional requests a fifth

tour was added in October 2024. We continue to meet
amazing folks and appreciate their support. See the end of
this newsletter for the 2025 tour dates!

Above left: During the last tour of the
season, Tom Petersen leads a discussion
in a restored barracks. Above: (center)
Greg Brubaker from Layton (a member
of the Utah Military Vehicle Club) and
(right) HWA Director, Jim Petersen. Left:
Greg Brubaker brought along additional
transportation to help with the tour. His
“Guinea Short Lines” is a WWII 1944
Willys MB Jeep.

417-19 October: 2nd Air Division Reunion: In October,
Tom Petersen and Shane Cloward, HWA Board mem-
bers, were invited to the reunion of the 467th and 306th
Bomb Groups of the 2nd Air Division Convention in
Colorado Springs, Colorado. During WWII the 2nd Air
Division was formed as part of a reorganization into the
8th Air Force. A display of HWA'’s banners and bro-

chures were set up at the meeting and many people be-

came interested and
aware of Wendover’s
role in training their
groups during WWIIL.
Tom made a presenta-
tion of HWA’s history
and fielded questions
about the Base.

Sh ble t Above: Tom Petersen a'oiug a presentation
BN WER Eile Uo on the Historic Wendover Airfreld for the

talk to a number of 2nd Air Division Reunion held in Colorado
individuals who were Springs, CO.
intrigued by the role the Airfield played during the War.

+19 October: Battle Born
Youth: The Battle Born Youth
ChalleNGe Academy from
Carlin, NV performed their
third service project at the
Airfield. During this visit
cadets provided much needed Above: The National Guard
removal of brush and debris ~ sponsored Battle Born Youth
£ ik group line up in front of the

LOITEIQU T © ndiEsim Museum to begin area clean-
building. In addition to their up. Below: The group at
service, students were able to

work.

take a tour and learn how their
contributions help to preserve
history. The academy is operated
by the Army National Guard and
with a goal to help Nevada’s
youth improve their life skills and

their employment potential. At-
risk youth ages sixteen through eighteen who are strug-
gling with high school, may apply. BBYCA is an accred-
ited high school program in the Elko County School
District.

426 October Private Tours:

We continue to have pri-

vate groups reach out to
experience the Airfield and
its history. On October
26, we had international
and local groups join us.

Approx1mate1y fOI'ty Above: Members of the Royal Nether-
members of the RO}’al lands Army receive a HWA history
Netherlands Army visit-  briefing by staff member Ken Prince.

ing for joint-military ex-

ercises joined staff member Ken Prince for a flightline
tour. Landon Wilkey took a group of twenty with the
local Temple Riders motorcycle club on their own pri-

vate tour. Continued on the next page
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Wendover Airfield Briefings continued: so I removed them [from the new driveline] and
cleaned them up. While I had the U-joints out I cleaned

’l—sﬂlNoiz:lmberf The and painted the driveline. Before I reinstalled the U-

419 df ﬁE.“ngu;;eﬁ’ joints I greased them up. It only took a few minutes to

A;S‘:; on irom o install the driveline in the truck. While I was there I
orce Base, g"

e UT: F put an old blackout driving light on the truck. It’s not
en, UT: For one

. i wired up yet. The wiring in the truck and the light
of their exercises,

needs to be repaired.” Layne owns and has restored his
1941 Autocar Half-Track, a 1945 GMC 6x6 CCKW,

among other vehicles.

the Squadron spent

a weekend at the

Airfield. They re- Above: The

shingled several Dining Hall +11 November: Veterans
1ds et b with the th

buildings that the ,pred ceir Day ceremony at the

Civil Air Patrol  ing Right: The Airfield: HWA has cele-

Squadrons use for dropped ceiling brated Veteran’s Day at
) removed and .

their annual Below: The the Airfield for more

training encamp-  hall ceiling than fifteen years. This

ments. In addi- bkt ]"ts " year we were able to

origina. [[ [[
tion, the Squad- o hear retired Air Force

ron removed the Master Sergeant Larry Above: Over one-hundred people
e b dbs op ¢ i g attending the 11 November Veterans

) Day ceremony. Below clock wise: M/S
from the Airman’s Din- his experiences and the  arry Maughan spoke, the “Missing
ing Hall. This has opened

gratitude that we all Man Table,” and the “Lighting of the
up the building to the

Candles” ceremony.
original wood trusses and

Maughan, speak about

should have for our

veterans. The Anna
upper windows, making

Smith Elementary

it feel much larger and School sang the nation-
al anthem and “God
steps to a more comprehensive future restoration of the  Bless the USA.” A

building. The 419% has offered to use another of their =~ “Missing Man Table”

bringing in more natural light. This is one of the first

upcoming training weekends to assist with additional was set up honoring

projects. MIA (missing in action)

+6 November: A o Veterans and West Wend-
: over High School students

driveline for the HWA'’s helped v%ith a “Lighting of

WWII 1942 GMC 6x6 car- the Candles”

go/personnel truck ceremony. Refreshments

(CCKW): Utah Military followed the event with
Vehicle Club member

Layne Schoenfeld traveled
from Riverton, UT to the
Airfield with a part from

his own collection and re-

over one-hundred in attendance.

12 December: Christmas at  Below: The WWII Nurse’s
the Club: Our third annual Quarters decorated for holiday

Christmas event was held at

Placed the vehicle’s rear the Brinkman Service Club on
driveline. According to  Top: Out wit December 12, Locals were able

Layne, “The new one the old to meet Mr. and Mrs. Claus, do

driveline.
was a NOS (New Old Above: In with crafts, have rfefreshments, and
Stock) driveline with the new take a complimentary 1940s
original U-joints and driveline. Christmas Tour. Thanks to our
NOS U-bolts. The U- fz’fg;[m?:”e staff and numerous volunteers for making this event
.. . ble
joints were dry and stiff ~ wwzs black possible. .
out light. Continued on the next page

(92}
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Wendover Airfield Briefings continued:
¢12-20 December: Christmas Tours at the Base: We ran

several Christmas Tours this year to offer visitors a
glimpse of a 1940s Christmas. World War II made for
unique and somber holidays at home and abroad. Our
tour took visitors to five sites, most of which were deco-
rated for the occasion, and included stories of Christ-
mas time at Wendover and from the period.

Right: A simple hall decoration with sweets
and a program that reads “Consolidated
Mess—Wendover Field, UT- Christmas
1944.. Below: A couple stops to listen while
the vintage phonograph plays 40s Christmas
music. Below right: Christmas decorations
in the Airmen's Dining Hall reminiscent of
how it might have looked during WWIIL.

+15 December: Morgue Fire:

Below: Photos of the burning
On Sunday evening 15 De-

base Morgue building, the fire
extinguished and the after-

cember, fire crews respond-
math.

ed to a fire on the Wend-
over Airfield Base. The
fire was in building 2629,
the base morgue. This

was a 28’ x 38 structure
located on D street which
is on the north side of the
facility. The building had
been modified over the
years so was not in origi-
nal condition. It was be-
ing leased and the fire
destroyed two cars inside
along with other items.
The cause has not been
identified positively but
was likely due to an elec-
trical issue. Fortunately
the fire crews were able to

keep the fire from spread-

ing to the base hospital
power plant next door.

at the Airfield.

¢ 15 February 2025:
Valentines Day. Love
& War. Their Letters
Remain: Historian
Val Burgess will give
a fifty minute presen-
tation on war time

love based on service

member letters. The event wi

T1inkK-

e place in the
man Service Building at 11:00 AM. Admission cost is
$30 per person and includes Museum admission, re-

freshments and a self guided tour of the facilities. All
proceeds go toward restoration of Base facilities, For

more information go to: https://wendoverairfield.org/
valentines2025/

¢ 20-22 March 2025,
Model Train Show: Five
N Scale model railroad

clubs will come together

and assembled working

layouts throughout the
WWII Officers Club.

Kids and adults will love
this. Show hours: Thurs-
day from 12:00 PM -
5:00 PM. Friday and
Saturday from 9:00 AM
- 5:00 PM. Admission
cost is $8.00 per person
with proceeds going to-

Above and below: Five model train
clubs setup N Scale layouts in the
Officers Club.

ward Airfield restoration

projects. For more infor-
mation go to:

https://wendoverairfield.org/event-trains/

[ ]

Museum Curator Landon T/Vi]](ey.

One of our newest exhibits is made possible by a gener-
ous donation from Douglas and Judy Decker. Visitors
can now see "Decker Field: The Untold Story,” on a
multimedia touchscreen kiosk located in the Airfield’s
Brinkman Service Club building.

Continued on the next page




January - March 2025

Decker Field Exhibit continued:

The exhibit details Doug Decker's 1970s effort to spear-
head the transition of Wendover Air Force Base into a
joint-military civilian use airfield. Unknown to many,
in 1974 the Wendover Town Council named the airport
Decker Field, in honor of Doug's successful efforts.
Though the name is no longer used, we now can share
this incredible story with original photographs, docu-
ments, and media to paint a more complete picture of

the Airfield's history.

Left: The
“Decker
Field” exhibit
as it appears
in the Brink-
man Service

Building.

[ ]

an ooms... LOOl an
Warm By HWA Director Jim Petersen

We have been working on a project to bring permanent
power into the Enola Gay Hangar. In addition, the
project also includes installing a heating and air condi-
tioning system for the restrooms and exhibit area. Sev-
eral individuals have made major contributions to this
project.

Clay Perkins, who also helped with the purchase of our
C-54 cargo plane, has donated about a third of the pro-
ject cost. Clay is a physicist and an avid supporter of
the Manhattan Project history as well as a collector of
military and historic artifacts. He has supported multi-
ple collections and projects at Los Alamos National
Labs, the National Museum of Nuclear Science and

Above: leff: The B-29 hangar or commonly called the “Enola Gay “
hangar showing the it’s original condition prior to exterior restora-
tions. The restoration work began in 2009 and continues. Above:
Photo shows the current building. The newest restoration phase for
the hangar will include permeant power to the building and central
air conditioning/heating for the interior bathrooms and exhibit areas.

History and many oth-
ers. We appreciate his
continued support.

We're grateful to wel-
come a new supporter
of our projects, Dr.
Fred Teﬂing. Dr. Tell-
ing has been the CEO
of the Reno Air Races
since 2018 and Presi-
dent of the T-6 Racing
Association since
2007. He has been a
Corporate VP of the

Pfizer Corporation,

Above: The “Enola Gay Hangar inter:-
or. Below: Hangar exhibition space
and restrooms..

and is a certified pilot
in Citation Jets, the
DC-3 and ro-

torcraft. He also
owns several WWII
warbirds. His major
contribution brought
the project to one-half
of our objective.

Jewel Lee Kenley, Pres-
ident of Ed Kenley
Ford, has also provided
a major contribution to
the project. She has

supported the museum

Below: A reproduction of the “Fat
Man” atomic bomb located in the exhib-
it space of the “Enola Gay” hangar.”

i L The bomb’s size can be compared to the
with significant dona- i Bl

tions over the past

many years. Jewel
Lee has an honorary
Doctorate of Human-
ities awarded for her
extensive public ser-
vice on numerous
boards and her con-
tributions to public
projects. She is listed
in the Automotive
Hall of Fame in
Dearborn, Michigan.

We’re grateful for her continued support. We will need
additional funding to successfully finish this project and
hope to achieve that this spring.

]
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The following are suggested membership levels:

CADET “STUDENT” MEMBERSHIP
MUST SHOW

1al!
Now Ofhicial! VALID STUDENT ID

Absolutely, the best way to see the base is with an MEMBERSHIP COST $25

“All Access Tour.” Tours are about five hours long,
accompanied (with transportation) and include

lunch. The following are the 2025 dates: AIRMAN MEMBERSHIP
May 10, June 28, August 23, October 11. MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS

Time: Tours begin promptly at 10:00 AM Please be GOOD FOR 1 ADULT,
early. Meetin I%IacE: ]thr)l %’ Brinkman Service FOR 1 YEAR

Cluﬁ. Tours always fill up quickly so please book

early. For more information go to the HWA website:
www.wendoverairfield.org/all-access-tours/ B

MEMBERSHIP COST $50

FLIGHT CREW MEMBERSHIP
MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS GOOD
FOR 2 ADULTS, FOR 1 YEAR

¢ Two free youth “Flight Line Tour”
tickets (per visit).
¢ 15% discount on all items in our gift shop.
3 %‘5% o’ff “All Access Tours” and “Flight Line
ours.

‘Save Where They Walked” MEMBERSHIP COST $100

If you are not already a member of the Historic FLIGHT LEAD MEMBERSHIP i
Wendover Airﬁeld., please consider jQining up! Help l(\g/[(l%l\é[%E%QCS)EIZP ABI];[I\JII]::'lEIST%OR " "“"’i"‘*‘( \
us save a part of history that was so important to YEAR
our past. There are not many WWII facilities still . . — .
intact and this is one that has so much potential for ¢ Two free youth “Flight Line Tour” tickets (per vis-
both youth and adult education. Just the ability to . lzto'% discount on all items in our gift shop
vyalk through the Ba§e on a tou1.r a‘nd view the facili- ¢ 20% off “All Access Tours” and “Flight Line
ties as they were during WWII is inspiring. Tours.”

¢ Membership benefits are good for one year in

uration.

How to sign up? Go to the Historic Wendover Air-
fields website: https://wendoverairfield.org/support/ MEMBERSHIP COST $200
Then go to “Su‘fport,” click on the membership level

you choose, add it to cart, continue to payment and, ATRC

- PR - ' - -
sen}(ll ltl; lt? that simple! Or if you iz? .d : e_to .send COI\/IMANDIU&IER MEMBERSHIP
a check, please send your contact info inc udmg MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS
name, address, email, phone, along with a check to: GOOD FOR 2 ADULTS, FOR 1

Memberships, Historic Wendover Airfield, 1940 East | | YEAR
10980 South Sandy, UT 84092.

¢ Two free guest admissions Col T —
er mffmbershi[i (per visit). Bc;g E 11 Geys,, o k;'t
. ne free annual private nota fody cockpit:
All memberships include (unless noted) : “Fight line Tour”Pwith a
¢  Membership Card, curator.
¢ Member Newsletter, ¢ Free “Flight Line Tour” for youth under the
¢ Invitation to member-only previews of special age 18.
exhibitions and events. ¢ 20% discount on all items in our gift shop.
¢ 10% discount on all items in our gift shoP. ¢ 20% off “All Access Tours” and “Flight Line
. }[‘0% o’f:f “All Access Tours” and “lglight Line Tours.”
ours.
¢ Membership benefits are good for one year in MEMBERSHIP COST $500
duration. D
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